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I yas Dumb, and opened not my Mouth, be- 
cauſe thou didſt it.. 


forthe Feaſt of . our Saviour's Birth, when our: 
- Mouths ought tobe. filled with the Praiſes of 
God, and ſing with the whole Quire of Angels, Glory. 
be to God in the Higheſt, on Earth Peace, Good Will 
towards Men. This indeed is. that Peace, which the 
World cannot give, .and which the World cannot take” 
away ; whatever the External- Appearances of - Provi. - 
. dence are, here we find a ſafe Retreat, and a never..- 
— Spring of. Joy : For he that ſpared not: his own: 
Sou, but delivered him up for us all, how ſhall he not- 
with him alſo freely give us all things > Whothen ſhall 
ſeparate us from. the Love of Chriſt ? Shall Tribulation, 
or Diſtreſs, or Perſecution, or Famine, or Nakedreſs, or- 
Peril, or Sword? w——= Nay, in all theſe we are more - 
than Conquerours through him-that loved: us: For {am 
perſwaded,. that. neither Death, nor Life, nor Angels ,. 
wor Principalities, nor Powers, nox Things Preſent, nor * 
things toCome, nor Height ,nor Depth, nor any other: Creas« 
| ture, (hall be-able to ſeparate us from the Love. m_ 
| wic 


HIS may be thought a very improper Text- . 
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which is tn Chriſt Jeſas onr Lord, 8 Rom. 32, 35, 37, 
Sc." While our "Minds-arewarmed with ſuch Thoughts 
as theſe, wefhall beable to bear .yp under the.greatcſt 
_ Tryals, #f not with"Chearfulneſs, yet at leaſt with- Pa- 
tience anda quiet Submifften to the'Will of God. And 
if ever there-were eccaſien forſuch: Comfortable ant 
Supporting 'Thoughts,: the Divine Providence has made 
it. too necellary at this time, ' to-bearthe Loſs of an In- 
comparable Lady, our Moſt Gracious QUEEN ; whoſe 
Death all Good Subjeas-muſt Lament; and I pray God 
forgive thoſe that-:do not. - Such fevere-Providences as 
theſe, will Teach: the Greateſt and moſt:Unbroken 
Minds, to-ſerve the Eord with Fear, and to rejoyce with 
Trembling. *But how ſevere ſoever Providence is in ſome 
particular inftances, "the fenſe of the Dreine Goodneſs 
in. the-Redemption of 'Mankind by: the Incarnation and 
Death of his own Son, ſhould Teach us: to be Dumb, 
and not open our Mouths, becauſe it is his doings. 


[n ſpeaking towhichwords, 'I thall 1. inquire, What 
may be called the doings ef the Lord > -2. What it is ro 
be dumb, and not to epen our Mouths 2 3. The force of 
this Argameat to oblige us to-a quiet and- patient Sub-- 
——_— greateſt ſufferings, Thar it is -God's 

ing. | 


' © ©, What may berall'd the Doing of the Lord 2 This | 
. may. be thought a-very needſths queſtion ; for” are there 
ary-Events, Good or Evi), which are not God's doing? 
{6-we belicves particular Providence, we Muſt. anſwer, 
No ; and yerſome things are more peculiarly God's do- | 
i7gs than others:#re; with reſpe@ co this preſent Argu- 
ment,.a5*Godsdoing;it;.is a reaſon for. a quict- and pa- 
tienr-Shbmiffiofto" the Divitte Will 


In 


the Temple-Chaurch. 


In many cafes Men bring Ruine and Miſery upon 
themſelves, by their own Sin and Folly, and then they 
may thank themſelves for it; but have no reaſon to com- 
plain of Providence; and when they cannot charge 
Providence with their Misfortunes, Patience it ſelf is 
not properly a Submiſſion to God ; becauſe their Suf- 
ferings are no more God's Will, than their Sinand Folly 
1s. 


If Men deſtroy their Eſtates by Profuſeneſs and. 
Prodigality , and their Bodies by Intemperanee and 
Luſt ; if ill-contracted Friendſhips, indiſcreet Bargains, 
or an ungovernable Tongue perplex their Afﬀairs, and 
prove very troubleſome or dangerous, all this is owing 
not meerly to Providence, but to themſelves ; and they 
muſt be contented to reap the Fruit of their own doings, 
and to implore the Divine Goodneſs and Providence to 
deliver them from the evil Conſequences of their own 
Sin and Folly. | 


Whatever Evils we ſuffer, which are not the natural. 


or moral Effe&ts ofour own Sin or Folly,they are proper- 
ly Gad's doings, as inflicted by Gad, either for the pu- 
niſhment of our Sins, or for the trial and exerciſe of 
our Vertucs, or to ſerye the wiſe Ends of his Provi- 
dence in the World. 


Thoſe Evils which we do not itnmediately bring up- 
on our ſelves, God inflits on us , either by the Mini- 
{try of wicked and injurious Men, or by the Diſorders 
of Natural Cauſes, or by ſome ſeeming caſual and for- 
tuitous Events ; for the Actions of Men, the Powers of 
Nature, and what we call Chance and Fortune, are all 
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A Sermon Preach'd at 


in the hands of God, and therefore are more or leſs his. 
doings. | 


But if we may fay, that ſome things axe more pecu- 
larly the Care of Providence than others, Life and Neath: 
are certainly ſo &,go Man can be Burn or Die, without 
the particular Order and Appointment of God; Our 
Saviour tells us, No? a Sparrow falls tothe ground with- 


out our Father, much leſs Men; and aſſures his Diſci- 


ples, that a/! the Hairs of their Head are numbred ; 
and their Lives ate more-ſacred than their Hairs. 


Some Men are of Opinion, That God has abſoltiite- 


ly Decreed the certain Term and Period of every Mans 
Life; But I know no Foundation for this, neither in 
Scripture nor Reaſon ; nor does any Man believe it, but 


thoſe who ſubje&t all Mankind, and all the Things of 
this World, to irreverfible Neceſſity and Fate, which 


is the ftrength-of the Atheiſtick Hypotheſis, though 
incautioufly eſpouſed by ſome Men, who are ſo tar 
from being Atheiſts, that I hope they are very good 
Chriftians. And: therefore, TI ſuppoſe, theſe Chriſtian 
Fataliſts, if I may fo call them, mean no more than: 


what weall own, That no Sparrow, much leſs a Man, 


falls to the ground without our Father ; that God not 
only fore-knows.the Period of every Mans Life,' and 
by what means he ſhall Dye, but with infinite Wiſdom 
and Juſtice, Orders and Appoints it ; not by an Abſo- 
lute and Unconditional Decree, but as the Wiſe Deter: 
mination of a Free and Juſt Providence. 


y 


b. 


the Temple-Church. 


Andif God have any more concernment for Nations 
and Common: Vicalths, than he has for particular Men 
(as we, who can attend” but a few things at once, and 
therefore make the matters of greateſt importance our 


-more particular Care, are apt to conceive then the 
Lives and Deaths of Princes muſt be more particularly | 


Oc:dered ani Determined by God ; becauſe Nations, 'it 
may be many Nations and Countries, more than rheir 
own, are cencerned in the conſequence of it ; and of 
the more Univerſal Concernment any thing is, the 
more we are apt to- think it bclongs to the Cure of 
God. 


For this Reaſon ſome Philoſophers have confined rhe 
Providence of God to the Heavens, and Hz2venly Bo- 
dies, which have ſuch a Univerſal inflaetce on things 
below ; or to Nations and Publick Societies, and to the. 


ſeveral kinds and ſpecies of Beings, . not to particular 
' ; Men or Ereatures. | 
1 IF 


2 


IF ,And fo far they were in the Right, that if the Di. 


vine Providence could not equally take care of the 
whole World, and ef; every particular Creatyre in it ; 
it would certainly in ——— rake care of the great 
Springs of Motion, But tii#gh this be no reafon tor 
God's peculiar care of onf thing more than another, 
becauſe his Alk-ſeeing Eye, and AicughagPArm, can EC- 
qually take care of all; yet our Sayiofir has taught us 
trom the Worth and Value of things, that God will 
certainly take the more care of them, and in caſe of any 
Competition give-the preference to things of the great» 
eſt moment. Behold the Fowls of the Air, for they ſow 
not; meither do they Reap , nor gather mto Baias , yet 
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ter than they > And if God ſo Cloath the Grafs of the 
Field, which to day is, and to morrow 75 caſt into the 
Oven, ſhall be not much more Cloath you , O ye of little 
Faith? 6 Matth. 26, 30. Where from God's care of 
me3n Interior Creatures, the Fowls of the Air, and the 
Graſs of the Field, he more: ſtrongly concludes his care 
.of Mcn; and by the ſame Reaſon from his care «| 
particular Men , we may more firongly conclude 
his care of Kingdoms and Nations, and therefore of the 
Lives of Princes, who are the great Miniſters of his 
"Government and Providence, and awhoſe Lives or 
Deaths make ſuch a mighty Change in the: Aﬀairs of 
thc World. So that when, .or by what means ſoever 
Princes dye, this 1s God's doings; and how ſevere ſce- 
ver we may feel it, We muſt be Dumb, and not open our 
"Mouths, becauſe he has done it; which is the 


”— 7 « - = 
. — wo: alas * "I 


your Heavcnly Father feedeth them; are ye not mach 


2, Thing to be explained, What is 'meant by being 
Dumb, and no; opening our Mouths. For this ſeems a 
very hard ſaying in the ſtrict literal ſenſe, that we muſt 
not -complain of our Sufferings, when we feel *em 
ſmart : Humane Nature can't bear this, we muſt fee] 
our Sufferings, and when we feel them, we muſt com. - 
plain : To have noſenſe of what we ſuffer, is Stupidi- 
ty, not Submiſſiof ; it is irreverence for the Judgments 
of God, and in ſome Caſes the moſt unpardonable baſe- 
Neſs and ingratitude. to Men. To be unconcerned for 
the Death of our Deareſt Friends, or greateſt Patrons 
and Benefacors, not to pay Natures Tribute to their 
Memories in a Sigh and a Tear ; not to long after them, | 
and ſend ſome vain Wiſhes to call them back ; not to 
preſerve their Idea freſh in our Minds, and to think 
with ſome uneaſineſs of thoſe hzppy Hours which their | 
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Converſation ſweetned; to part with our Frieuds, as if 
we ſuffered\,nothing by their loſs, and were as well 
without them, is fo far from being a Vertue, that ſuch 
a Man is uncapable of ever being a Friend, and never 
deſerves to have any ; much more then when we loſe a 
Publick Friend and Benefactor, the greateſt of Friends 
and Benefactors, which is a good Prince. 


Let us briefly conſider what we have loſt in the Loſs 
of our Gracious Queen, and try if we can bear the 
rhoughts of-it without complaining, She was the 
Glory of her Sex, and an Ornament to the Crown She 
wore; made truly Great by Nature, Birth, and Educa- 
tion, She hada large and capacious Mind , a quick 
and lively Apprehenſion, and a piercing and ſolid Judg- 
ment: She had a Strength and. Firmneſs of Mind ber. 
yond her Sex, and ſuch a dexterity in managing the 
oreateſt Afﬀairs, as would have become the greateſi and 
moſt experienced Miniſters. Never was there greater 
Skill in Government with leſs fondneſs for it, which ſhe 
could take up and lay down with the fame equality and 
indifferency of Mind : Though, Idoubt, T muſt unſay 
that ; for the was always grieved at the occafion of ta- 
King the Government, a. as glad to reſign it. 


Never was Majeſty better tempered with Eaſioeſs and 
Sweetneſs. She knew how to be Familiar, without 
making her felf Cheap; and to Condeſcend without 
Meanneſs : She had all the Greatneſs of Majeſty, with 
all the Vertues ct Converſation ; and knew very well 
mas became her Table, and what became the Council: 

oard, | 
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She underſtood her Religion, and loved it, and pra- 
Ctiſed it ; and was the greateſt Example of fhe Age, of 
a conſtant, regular, unaffeted Devotion, and of all the 
eminent Vertucs ofa Chriſtian Life. In the midſt of all 
the great Afairs of Stare. ſhe would rather ſpare time. 
from her ſleep, than from her Prayers, where ſhe always 
appeared with that great compoſure and ſeriouſneſs of 
Mind, as if her Court had been a Nunnery,, and ſhe had 
had nothing eiſe to do in the World. 


In all the Eife and Profperity of Fortune {he had'that. 
tenderneſs end Compaſſion for thoſe, who ſuffered, .. 
Which ſufferings themſelves cannot teach. meaner Per- 
ſons, She was Charitable to the utmeſt of her Power, 
amidſt all the Expences of War and Government ; and. 
when a proper Objett was preſented to her, was always. 
pleaſed, when ihe could grant their requeſts, and very 
uneakie to deny. : 


In ſhort, her greateſt and. moſt implacable Enemy., 
( for Vertue it ſelf will meet with Enemies in this 
World ) had no other Fault to charge. her with, but 
her Throne; which is the only thing,, for which 
moſt other Princes are valuable. She Aſcended 
the Throne indeed before ſhe deſired it, but was 
thruft into it, not by an haſty Ambition, but to ſave 
a finking Church and Kingdom : And I. hope England 
will always have reaſen to. ſay, that an empty Throne 
could never have been filled with a Nobler Pair. 


But though the neceſſary abſence of the King, togive 
eheck to the progreſs of a powerful and inſulting Mo- 
narch,cngaged ker more than ſhe deſired in State Afgerrs,. 

— = — yy > 5 +» yer. 
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yet the promoting of true Religion, andthe ſervice of 
the Church of Ergland, | the greateſt ani beſt Nurſery 
of it, ſince the Apoſtolick Age, | was her conſtant and 
natural Care, This her Thoughts were full of, and ſhe 
had formed great and Noble Defigns, had ſhe our lived 
the Difitculties and Expences of War ; and bzen at leiſure ' Ve | 
to attend the peacetul Arts of Goyernment: | | Wed $18} 


i:have Reaſon to ſay this, from thoſe frequent Fnti- 
marions I .have had from. our Late admirable Primate , 
who had great. Deſigns Himſelt to ſerve the Chri/tian 
Religion, andthe Charchot' Enalavd in its trucſt Inte- 
reſts ; 3nd had iofpired Their Maj:ſties, and particulars 
ly the Queen, who had more leifure for ſuch Thoughts; 
with the ſame Great and Pious Deſigns :-Ic may be no 
Church-Man- ever had, I-am-ſure not more defervedly, 
a greater Intereſt in his Prince's Favour ; and the great .' \&* 
Uſe he made af it, was to do publick ſervice to Relige - 3"! 2a 
on; and, whatever ſome Men might ſuſpect, to the: Af 
Church of England, though it may be not perfectly in- 
their Way - And the greateſt Fault I know. he had,was,. 
That ſome Envious and Ambitious Men could not bear 
his Greatneſs, which he himſelt never courted, nay., 
which he induſtriouſly avoided. 


Before this; ail Ezg/and knew and owned his Worth ;. 
and had it been put to the Poll, there had been vaſt 
Odds on his ſide, that he would have been Voted into 
the See of Canterbury ; for no Man had ever a clearer 
and brighter Reaſon,. a Truer Judgment, a more eafte 
and happy Expreſſion, nor-a more inflexible , tearlets. 
Honeſty : He was a true and hearty Friend, and was a 
true. Friend where-ever he profeſſed to be lo -. —_—_ 


— 
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he bad many E1cimies at laſt, he took care to make 
none. He was obliging to all Men ; and though he 
could not eafily part with a Friend, he cpuld esfily for- 
give an Enemy, as that Bundle of Libels Witneſfes , 
which was found among his other Papers, with this 
Iafcription: Theſe are Libels; Tpray God forgive them , 
J do. 


But T cannot give you the juſt Character of this Great 
Man now ; whar I have already faid, I contels, is an 
Excurſion, which | hope you will pardon to the Paſſion 
- of an Old Friend ; and learn from Two great Examples, 
that neither the greateſt Innocence, Vertue, or Merit, 
can defend, either Crowned or Mitred Heads, from the 
Jaſh of ſpiteſu] and enyvcnomed Tongues. But what a 
Loſs has Relizion and the Church of England, in ſuch a 
critical Tune, ia the Death of :ſuch a Q=zeey, and ſuch 
a Prelate! I pray God make up this Loſs. 


Ws. | In a Word, That great Pafſion which Afflits and 
i | 'Oppreſſes our good King, gives an unexceptionable Te- 
| {timony to the incomparable Worth of our Deceaſed 

Queen ; The too ſevere and viſible Effects of it, thew, 
that it 's not an Ordinary, nor a Diſſembled Paſſion: 
EN Nor is it an ordinary thing, for a Prince of fo great a 

22) Mind, who can look the moſt formidable Dangers, and 
FE Death it ſelf, in the face, withoyt fear; whom all the 
+. ' Powers of France cannot nhl pale or tremble, 
14 \ to ſink and faint, and to feel, all the Agonies of Death 
in the dying Looks of a Byloved Contort, All Story 
cannot furniſh us with maiy Examples of ſuch ſoft and 
tender Paſſions, in ſuch # Warlike and fearleſs Mind; 
and what-but « mighty Yertue could fo Charm a Prince, 
as to forget his Natural Conſtancy and Reſolution 2 


|; Im 


the Temple-Church. 


I'm ſure, though we pay very dear for the Experiment 
in the loſs of an excellent Lueex, we have ſo much the 
. Bore reaſon to think our ſelves happy in a Xing; for a 
due mixture and temperament of ſuch fearleſs Courage 
and Bravery, and ſuch tender Paſſions, is the moſt per- 
tet Compolitton of an excellent Prince. 


And now it may be, you Will tell me, that I have 
taken great Pains to contute my Text, and that T have 
done 1t eftectually ; for we ought not to be dumb, bur 
may yery juſtly complain of ſuch a Loſsas this. 


 ThisI readily grant, That we may complain of ſuch 
a Loſs ; but this is no Confutation of my Text, We 
may complain, and give Eaſe and Vent to our Sorrows 
by ſuch Complaints, while we de not complain againſt 
God, and Accuſe him fooliſhly. To ſubmit to the Will 
of God, which is here expreſt by being Dumb, and not 
opening our Mouths, does not fignifie, not to feel our 
Loſles and Sufferings, or not to complain of them ; 
but not to reproach the Divine Providenee, nor tocaſt 
off our Hope and Truft in God, Fob felt his Sufferings, 
and complained of them in as moving and Tragical 
Expreſſions, as any other Man could, and yet is pro- 

ofed to us, as an Example of admirable Patience, be. 
cauſe he did not charge God. fooliſhly, nor caſt off his 
Hope in him. 


This we never can have any reaſon for; for whate- 
ver we ſuffer, it is a Wiſe and Merciful Providence which 
inflicts it : But yet Mankind are very apt, when they 
ſuffer hard things, either to deny a Providence, or 
which is more abſurd, and unreaſonable, to reproach 

| D it; 
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it; for if there be a God, he is Wiſe, and Good, -and 
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Merciful, and Juft, which is the Notion all Mankind 


| have of God; and if this God Governs the World, ail 


Fyents are ordered.with Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Googd- 
neſs; and all thinking Men, in Cool and Sober 
Thoughts, will be aſhamed to quarrel with ſuch a Pro- 
vidence. | 

But yet we are very apt to ask Queſtions, which we. 
cannot eaſily Anſwer, and then to mk: cur own Igno- 
rance an Objection againſt the Divine Providence. 


As in the Caſe before us, the ſudden- and untimely 
Death of an Excellent Princeſs, who had Strength and' 
Vigour of Age, which promiſed a much longer Life, 


. and who would certainly have done great Good to the 


World, as long as ſhe had lived; but is cut off in the 


Vigour and Strength of Age, and all her Thoughts, 


even all her Great and Excellent Deſigns of doing Good' 
ro the World, periſh with her ; while Tyrants and Op- 
preſſors Live to. be the Plagues and Scourges of Man: 
kind. 


Now, Thongh we do not know the particular Rea- 
ſons. of ſuch Providences, yet it is cafie to frame ſome 
general Anſwers, which may fatisfie all the Friends of 
Providence, | | | 


If. the ObjeQtion relates to our ſelves, who ſuffer by 
this Loſs, there is a very plain Anſwer to it , but a 
very terrible one; That God is Angry with us, and 
by the untimely Death of an Excellent Princeſs, who 
Made it her whole Study and Deſign to do us Good, 
threatens: 


—_— wv 


the Temple-Charch. 


threatens ts Juugments againſt us, if we do not take 
Care to prevent them by a timely Repentance. 


If the Obj: ian relates only to the Untimely Death: 


of an Excellent Princeſs, That ſhe ſhould fo ſuddeniy 
be ſnarched away from the Joys and Plcaſures of a 
Throne; This is no Objection art all; at leaſt not an 
Objection kt for Chriſtians to make : For-can we think 
that the Greateſt and moſt Happy Monarch, loſes any 
tling by the Exchange, it he bc Tranflated from 
Eurth to Heaven 2 That the Joys of Paradice, are not 
orcater than a Crown 2 Our good .2a:ca did nor think fo, 
who knew wint an Earthly Crown meant, but was wil- 
ling to part with it ſor Heaven; who ſaw Death aps 
proaching, without fear, and prepared to reccive 1ts 
Stroke with that Calmneſs and Sedareneſs of Mind, as 
nothing could give, but an innocent Conſcience, and 
much greater Hopes.. | 


But as for our ſelves, though we muſt acknowled2e 
that we have received a very great Loſs, in the Death 
ct an Excellent Queer, yet we have no reaſon to quar- 
rel at Providence, while God preſerves our King to go 
in and out before us. We. had indeed perpetual Day ; 
and no ſooner was one Sun withdrawn, but another af- 
cended our Horizon, with Equal Luſtre and Brightneſs : 
This was a peculiar Happineſs which we never had be- 
fore, and which the Neceſlity of our Afﬀairs required 
now ; but though God has cut us ſhort. in this, we have 
a. King ſtill, the Terror of France, and the Protector of 

Europe ; a King whom Aﬀection; as well as Blood, has 
Naturalized to us; who loves our Nation and” our 
Church, which he bas once delivered, and. God grant 
he may live longto ſettle and protect both, _ 
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We have no reaſon to fear our Enemies, either at 
Home or Abroad, while -a Prince is at the Helm, who 
wants neither Countel nor Courage ; eſpeciaily if we 
follow that Noble Example, which the Two Houles of 
Parliament have ſer us, to give him ſuch treſh Afſu- 
-xances of our Fidelity, as may ſtrengthen his Hands 
againſt his and our Enemies Abroad, and make him 
Eaſie and Sate at. Home. 


To conclude : This is God's doing, and it becomes us 
to be dumb, and not to open our Mouths, becauſe he 
has done it : He is the Sovereign and Unaccountable 
Lord of the World ; who ſhall ſay unto him, What doſt 
thou ? Life and Death are in his Hands; the Fates of 
Princes and Kingdoms. That he has done it, ſhould be 
"48 | a ſufficient reaſon to us te ſubmit , becauſe though he 
4 |; 1148 does things. great and wonderful, and beyond our Un- 
$ 1473 HRS | derſtanding, yet he never does any thing but what is 
| & © [1 | *Wiſe and Good, | | 


'This I'm ſure is the moft effeual way to turn 
| - even the ſevereſt Judgments into Bleſſings, to reve- 
'/F | rence God, and to humble 'our ſelves under his 'mighty 

i} {ER | "Hand, and to implore kis Mercy to repair thoſe Brea- 
27 hk | "ches he has made upon us. 
| - 


L 


; 
«$03 ; We muſt not complain of Providence; but we may 


E343 make our Complaints to God, and be the more im- 
+ Ml (il | portunate in our Prayers for the Preſervation of our 


King, 


_ EN att oingrrt”  See rey, eog «Gy ng der aa.c.4 


ET emple- Church, is 
| 


4 
The Death of our Excellent Queen both Calls for 
and will Juſtige and Recommend ſuch humble 1m * 
portunities; And the Preſeryation of our King will in a 
great meaſure, make up this Loſs to us. 


Which God of bis infinite Mercy grant, through a 
Lord Feſus Chriſt: To whom, with the Father, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, be Flononr, Glory, and Power, now and for 
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